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COLLIE RIVER BRIDGE, KLEENHEAT GAS SOUTH WEST OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 

1075. Mr DEAN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Will the minister advise the House how the works on the Collie River Bridge are progressing and whether they 
had any significant impact on the Kleenheat Gas South West Open Championship? 

Ms MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  He obviously takes a bit of pride in the role he has played 
in this matter.  The Collie River Bridge is a key route for traffic between Bunbury and Australind for both 
commuters and freight.  Around 15 000 vehicles a day use this route, including a considerable number of trucks 
and daily scheduled bus services from Bunbury to Perth, the Bunbury City Transit services and the school bus to 
the Australind High School.  We were very concerned earlier this year when we discovered that marine worms 
had penetrated the bridge and were undermining its structural integrity.  We therefore needed to impose a 10-
tonne vehicle load limit on the bridge and we had to move quickly to have it repaired.  To do that, we needed to 
get Aboriginal heritage clearances so that the work could proceed in a lawful fashion.  That meant we had to 
delay the start of these works until 27 May this year.  That then caused some difficulty for the Bunbury Golf 
Club, which had its Kleenheat Gas South West Open Championship planned for the following long weekend.  
The member for Bunbury drew this problem to my attention.  I was then able to talk to Main Roads Western 
Australia and it negotiated with the contractor to defer those works over the long weekend, which would allow 
the bridge to remain open.  I am pleased to report that, apparently, the Kleenheat Gas South West Open 
Championship was a great success.  Indeed, we on this side of the House are very supportive of golf.  We have 
supported golf in Kalgoorlie and we are pleased to support the sport in Bunbury.  The outcome has been a 
successful one for an important venture of the Bunbury Golf Club, which has brought a lot of tourism into that 
area.  It was important that we were able to ensure that roadworks did not undermine that significant event on the 
south west sporting calendar.  I commend Main Roads for the work it did and the member for Bunbury for his 
vigilance and advocacy on behalf of his constituents. 
 


